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Ezekiel 33:1-11 

Psalm 119:33-48 

Romans 12:9-21 

Matthew 18:15-20 

Opening 

In the 1960s Americans began taking more vacations overseas, and one of the most popular 
destinations was the Emerald Isle. As one does when traveling to new lands, especially foreign lands, 
one can easily get lost. Such was the common experience of many American travelers around the Irish 
countryside, that a stock joke emerged. The lost Americans find an Irish country farmer asking, "How 
do we get to Dublin from here?" To which the farmer replies, "Well, to start with, this isn't a good 
place to start."1

Where do we start when we get lost in our relationships, when we lose peace and harmony in our 
friendships? We don't start with Matthew 18. Yes, you heard me correctly. We don't begin with 
Matthew 18. We don't begin from the place where we got lost. One of the most important lessons 
about Matthew 18; one of the simple facts that we overlook about this passage on reconciliation is this 
-it's 18 chapters into an entire narrative about Jesus and the Kingdom of God. And that makes all the
difference.

This brief passage from Matthew 18 has been elevated over the past 20 years, and especially among 
Anglicans. Thanks be to God for that. There is profound wisdom, and help in Jesus' three stages of 
reconciliation. First we speak one-on-one in private. If the struggle with a sister or brother remains 
after that one-on-one conversation, we include a few trusted believers in the matter in stage 2. If an 
erring brother or sister doesn't respond to that small group in stage 2, then the presence and counsel 
of the wider church is necessary as a final resort in stage 3. 

Many of us grew up in church traditions where reconciliation wasn't discussed or taught. We weren't 
formed in the wisdom of Jesus when we struggle in relationships. So I'm grateful for the attention and 
the intention in our church to follow the Scriptures, to follow the way of Jesus when we need to make 

Anecdote heard from The Rest is Hislory podcast, August 19, 2026 










